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Directing was something completely brand new to me with Little Women. 
I had always dreamed of someday being able to make art like this with a 
group of young creatives to join me for the ride, but I had never imagined 
that dream to come true. It has been both terrifying and wonderful making 
this show come alive. And while I felt deeply confused at times and really 
did not know what I was doing, the superbly creative and talented people 
surrounding me made this all possible. My producer, Ben Stumpe truly made 
the show what it is, putting forth so much of his time and past experience to 
guide me through this process. My stage managers Trinh Vo and Kayla Jones, 
who have kept the production organized and made everything go smoothy. 
My assistant director, Gianna DeTomaso, who has used her unending 
determination and extreme creativity to not only work with me, but help 
the cast blossom their characters as well. My crew, who have all astounded 
me with their abilities to create, explore new ideas, foster great work ethic, 
and make my vision come alive (all with limited budget and resources). And 
of course, my cast, who everyday surprises me with their dedication, star 
power, impressive technique, and love for theatre. I want to thank all of these 
people graciously, as I truly would be nowhere without them. This is their 
show now, and I hope you can fall in love with the outstanding art they have 
created together. 

To you, the viewer, I ask that you watch this production of Little Women 
without any preconceived notions about the plot. I invite you to allow the 
story to unfold around you in a new way as you have never seen it before. 
Allow for this world we have built to rope you in and allow you to escape for 
awhile, as we have crafted each scene to enchant and bewilder. This show 
is a more modern and feminist take on the classic Louisa May Alcott novel. 
It has been a treat to provide a new perspective on such a widely loved tale 
that I myself have always been inspired by. We hope you can appreciate our 
telling of the story for all the love we have poured into it.

Blue Demon Theatre was something I had a small part in creating, and I 
am so thankful that future DePaul students can have something like this on 
campus, as it is something I would have loved to have been a part of. Being 
able to watch something go from a small idea to a huge organization that 
touches and inspires my peers has been so rewarding. It has been a wonder 
to have any part in impacting even a small group of people with the creativity 
and passion BDT brings. So, I hope that with this production, we can touch 
you all a bit and give you a glimpse into the lives of four little women. Thank 
you, and enjoy the show!

Emmy Drover, Director

DIRECTOR’S NOTE



Act I
American Civil War Era, 1861-1862

Scene 1: March Household 
Scene 2: Breakfast in the March Household 

Scene 3: Outside of March and Laurence Households
Scene 4: Outside of March and Laurence Households

Scene 5: March Household
Scene 6: Mrs. Mingott’s Ball
Scene 7: March Household 

Scene 8: Laurence Household 
Scene 9: March Household

Scene 10: March Parlor on Christmas
Scene 11: March Household 
Scene 12: March Household

Scene 13: Outside of March Household
Scene 14: Beth’s Bedroom
Scene 15: Beth’s Bedroom

Scene 16: March Parlor

Act II
Approximately 18 months later: late summer/early fall, 1863

Scene 1: March Household
Scene 2: Aunt March Manor
Scene 3: March Household
Scene 4: March Household

Scene 5: Mr. Dashwood’s Office 
Scene 6: March Household

Scene 7: Laurence Household
Scene 8: March Household
Scene 9: Beth’s Bedroom

Scene 10: Beth’s Bedroom and Vignettes 

SCENES MEET THE CAST
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Anmarie D’Ortenzio

Grace ProvanMollie McNulty

Sam Albrecht

Anum Sadruddin



WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST & CREW
Anmarie D’Ortenzio (Jo March) is absolutely 
thrilled to be playing her dream role, “Jo March 
‘’, in BDT’s Little Women. She is currently a 
sophomore at DePaul, pursuing a degree in 
opera vocal performance. In 2019, Anmarie 
was the recipient of the Rising Star Award 
for excellence in vocal performance from the 
Illinois Philharmonic Orchestra. In addition 
to singing and acting, Anmarie recently has 
written, produced, and directed her own 
musical, The Brink Of Womanhood, and is 
excited to announce that this musical will be 
put up again through BDT on March 4-6, 2022. 
Anmarie has also written many straight plays, 
and will be a published playwright in the new 
year. Some of her favorite shows she has been 
a part of include Into The Woods (The Witch), 
The Hunchback of Notre Dame (Clopin), and 
The Music Man (Marian Paroo). She would like 
to thank Ben and Emmy, as well as the entire 
cast and crew for making this experience so 
memorable. “En Guarde”!

Bella Parkinson (Amy March) is ecstatic to 
be playing Amy in BDT’s productions of Little 
Women! She is originally from Portland, Oregon 
and is a freshman majoring in Philosophy and 
minoring in Spanish. Bella participated in 
theatre throughout all 4 years of high school, 
some of her favorite roles were “Eva” in BIOTM, 
“Mozart” in Still Life With Iris and “Ferdinanda” 
in The Tempest. Outside of theatre in school, 
she also competed in Statewide monologue 
and acting competitions. Beyond acting she has 
also directed, written, and helped produce. She 
is so grateful to the cast and crew for making 
this an amazing first theatre experience at 
DePaul and can’t wait to keep participating 
in BDT. A big thank you to my family, friends, 
and everyone attending. Love y’all! Sit back, 
relax and enjoy the show!

Grace Provan (Meg March) is a freshman 
at DePaul currently majoring in Secondary 
Education - History. In high school, she has 
performed as Sally Brown in You’re a Good 
Man Charlie Brown, Constance in  La Petit 
Mousquetaire, and as a Storyteller in A Wrinkle 
in Time with First Stage Children’s Theater. 
In addition to acting, she has abridged and 
directed Lois Lowry’s Number the Stars and 
the one acts Trifles and The Game. She has 
also served as fight captain for Tall Tales: The 
Kentucky Cycle. Additionally, she has received 
the award of Outstanding Lead Actress for the 
Wisconsin High School Forensics Association’s 
Competition One Act Festival in 2020. She 
would like to thank Emmy for this incredible 
opportunity, her stage sisters for being the 
baddest people ever, and her friends and family 
for their constant love and support. Enjoy the 
show!

Anum Sadruddin (Beth March) is a freshman 
at DePaul University studying Marketing. She is 
from the suburbs of Chicago and attended Lake 
Park High School. Her favorite shows include a 
one act production of Small Actors which was 
her first lead role, a contest play for IHSA in 
which she performed in The Hobbit as Dori 
and Essie, and Miracle on 34th Street, which 
was her first production in high school where 
she played Elf Q. Her film credits include a 
supporting role in Not A Prayer directed by 
Hugo Serratos, and she played the lead in 
Gilmore Girls: The Remake as Lorelai Gilmore 
directed by Anum and her co-directors Haley 
Johnson and Maggie Gordan! She would like 
to thank everyone involved in the production 
of Little Women for making it such an amazing 
and memorable show, and especially Emmy for 
providing such a welcoming atmosphere and 
the opportunity to play Beth!

Mollie McNulty (Hannah) is so grateful for 
this experience to participate in live theatre 
again! Mollie is a Hospitality Leadership major 
from New Orleans who has always loved 
performing. Some of her favorite shows she 
has participated in include Bye Bye Birdie 
(Helen) for which she was the dance captain, 
The Music Man (Eulalie), and The Importance of 
Being Earnest (Lady Augusta Bracknell). Mollie 
loves a good comedic relief role, so playing 
Hannah has been so fun! Thank you Emmy and 
Ben and the whole cast and crew! Welcome 
back to live theatre!

WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST & CREW

Maureen Andersen (Mrs. Mingott) is a BA/
JD 3+3 Law Program student majoring in 
Political Science with a concentration in 
American Politics.  The First Lady of BDT is 
ecstatic to be in her fifth production with the 
organization and has absolutely loved her Little 
Women experience as the iconic Mrs. Mingott 
who is noted in the script to be very beautiful 
and very wealthy just like Maureen (joking 
of course!).  Her most recent theatre credits 
include [Title of Show] (Mary/Choreographer), 
The Wizard of Oz (Glinda/Auntie Em), Camp 
Chaos (Amy), and Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker, 
(Sugar Plum Fairy/Rat King).  Maureen is also 
a member of DePaul Dance Company and 
serves as captain of the ballet team when not 
in BDT productions or doing her side-gig as a 
Disney Princess at children’s birthday parties!  
She would like to thank you all for coming 
to the show and for supporting live theatre! 
It feels so good to be back for real this time!

Grant VanderKlipp (Laurie) is honored to be 
under Timothée Chalamet’s glorious shadow 
in BDT! He is a freshman with a Neuroscience 
major and a Spanish minor with a huge 
interest in music and theatre. He has been 
a part of many productions, some favorites 
being Newsies (Crutchie), Matilda (Nigel), 
The Little Mermaid (Prince Eric), Something 
Rotten! (Nick), Tarzan (Tarzan), and Newsies 
(Jack). He has always focused on his singing in 
musical theatre rather than his acting, so this 
opportunity is a great one for him to improve 
his acting abilities! He’s doing this show in 
spirit of his family and friends back home 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan, and loves them 
(including his dog Sadie) so much!!! He would 
like to thank everyone for coming and seeing 
the show and reading the bios, and especially 
to the Student led Directing Team for putting 
this together in high hopes for the return of 
normalcy!

Charlie LaBerge (John Brooks) is so happy 
to be back doing live theatre by playing John 
Brooks in Blue Demon Theatre’s Little Women. 
He is a freshman at DePaul and is pursuing a 
degree in Film and TV. Charlie originally hails 
from Maple Grove, Minnesota and is enjoying 
pursuing new opportunities in the city. Some of 
his favorite past shows he has been in include 
Tuck Everlasting (Jesse Tuck), Big Fish (Edward 
Bloom), and Sunday in the Park with George 
(Franz). Along with acting and singing Charlie 
also enjoys play/screenwriting, songwriting, 
directing, and playing tennis. He’d like to 
thank his mom and dad for always supporting 
him, his friends for pushing him to do his best, 
and of course the directing team for putting 
this all together. Enjoy the show!

Isabella Siska (Marmee March) is a junior 
film & television production major with a 
concentration in directing. She is originally 
from Cincinnati, in which she attended a 
performing arts high school, majoring in 
acting. Her favorite shows she’s been a part 
of have been Hairspray (Amber), A Midsummer 
Nights Dream (Helena), and The Diviners 
(Jennie Mae). Her film credits include A Killing 
of a Sacred Deer (Chorus member), directed by 
Yorgos Lanthimos. Her hobbies include making 
shorts, writing, fashion, being the Director of 
Photography for Davinci Street Productions, 
and being the Treasurer for Blue Demon 
Theatre! She would like to thank everyone 
for attending Little Women.

Christian Hall (Mr. Dashwood) is a freshman 
studying Business Administration with a 
minor in Theatre. He is originally from 
Cleveland, OH, where he spent most of his life 
performing, especially in school. His favorite 
shows he’s been a part of include Shrek the 
Musical (Peter Pan/Farquad’s Knight), Damn 
Yankees (Mickey), Wildwood Park (Dr. Simian), 
and Three Tables (Todd). His hobbies include 
singing, songwriting, and concept writing. 
He is so honored to be given the role of Mr. 
Dashwood, and he cannot wait to grow with 
the Blue Demon Theatre family!

Sam Albrecht (Parrot/Messenger) is so 
very excited to be in Blue Demon Theatre’s 
production of Little Women! He is a Sophomore 
at DePaul majoring in Marketing and minoring 
in Comedy filmmaking. Sam is from the suburbs 
of Chicago and some of his favorite shows he’s 
been a part of are Mousetrap (Christopher 
Wren), Little Mermaid (Scuttle), Almost Maine 
(Steve), and She Kills Monsters (Steve). Sam 
is so thankful to be back in theatre again and 
he would like to thank everyone involved for 
making this such a great show!



Lia Hielkema (Aunt March) is stoked to be 
doing live theatre again. She is a freshman 
studying political science and theatre studies. 
She is from Grand Rapids, Michigan. She has 
been acting since she was a child and her 
favorite shows include Something Rotten! 
(Bea) Orbiting Jupiter (Librarian) and Clue 
(Miss Scarlett). She would like to thank the 
directing team and crew for putting together 
one heck of a show.

Carlos Roques (Mr. Laurence/Doctor/Robert 
March) is incredibly excited to be playing 
three old men in Little Women. He is currently 
a sophomore at DePaul, pursuing a degree in 
Animation. He is originally from Bow, WA 
and is sure-glad to have left the cow pastures 
behind for the big city. Some of his favorite 
shows he’s been a part of include All My Sons 
(Chris), Enemy of the People (Dr. Stockmann), 
Stand and Deliver (Javier), In The Heights 
(Sonny), and Shrek (Shrek). In his spare 
time Carlos enjoys making animated shorts, 
painting, and life drawing. He’d like to thank 
the cast and crew for putting on such an 
amazing show, and is happy to be a part of 
the Blue Demon Theatre family!

WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST & CREW

Ben Stumpe (Producer) is a junior majoring 
in Communication and Media with a minor in 
Theatre Studies. Ben is proud to be the Artistic 
Director and Founder of Blue Demon Theatre, 
and is happy to lead such a talented group 
of cast and crew members. He has been in 
several BDT productions such as the Valentine’s 
Cabaret, Spring Awakening Cabaret, [title of 
show], and Halloween Cabaret. He is also the 
producer of Short and Sweet Theatre. Recent 
theatre credits include Couch the Musical 
(Tyler), Our Town (George Gibbs), Matilda 
(Doctor), Footloose (Rev. Shaw Moore), and  
Shrek the Musical (Lord Farquaad). Ben is a 
member of DePaul Improv and Sketch Comedy 
and performs stand-up comedy at local Chicago 
comedy clubs in his spare time. He is also a 
member of the Chicago Playwright Group and 
DePaul Honors Student Government where he 
serves as the Vice-President.   

Trinh Vo  (Stage Manager) is currently a 
freshman majoring in Film/TV and Political 
Science with a focus in Law and Theory. Trinh 
was involved with theater all throughout high 
school as a technical director, stage manager, 
actress, lighting/sound designer, and more and 
is excited to continue her love for theater at 
DePaul. Trinh would like to thank the director, 
Emmy, and the producer, Ben, for giving her 
the opportunity and support to be a part of the 
show. Thank you and enjoy the show!

Kayla Jones (Assistant Stage Manager) is a 
freshman studying film with a concentration in 
screenwriting. Kayla has performed in Beauty 
and the Beast, Guys and Dolls, and War of the 
Worlds. She is very excited to be back in live 
theatre and excited for you to enjoy the show!

Gianna DeTomaso (Assistant Director)is 
honored to be a part of BDT’s production of 
Little Women! She is a current senior studying 
Anthropology and Psychology with a minor 
in Theatre Studies. She directed BDT’s Spring 
musical, [title of show], last year and is excited 
to have directed again. Prior to directing, 
Gianna was involved with community theatre 
as an actress but has recently discovered a new 
love for directing. She combines cultural and 
psychological styles into her directing practice. 
Enjoy the show!

Jade Magno McGovern (Light Designer/
Operator) is currently a sophomore studying 
Production Design, but she does have the 
tendency to change her major every other 
week. Jade has been a part of many theatrical 
productions, but her favorites include Young 
Frankenstein (Assistant Producer/Scenic 
Designer), West Side Story (Assistant Scenic 
Designer/Running Crew), and the world 
premiere of A Night of Scenes & Monologues 
(Assistant Lighting Designer/Stage Manager). 
She sends her love to her family and friends 
back in New York who inspire her more than 
they know. Jade would like to thank every 
member of this wonderful production for 
dedicating their time and efforts to bring live 
theatre back.

WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST & CREW

Olivia Baczkowski (Scenery Designer)
is a freshman studying film and television 
production with a concentration in directing. 
She has been doing theatre both acting and 
crew throughout her high school career and 
is excited to carry it over into the ever-hectic 
yet professional setting of college. She wants to 
extend much thanks to her newfound theatre 
friends and her patient and lovely new college 
friends.

Gael Rojas (Prop Master) is a freshman film 
major at DePaul University. He did theatre 
in all his four years of high school. He loved 
the team work aspect and using his creativity. 
He has worked on props crew on shows like 
Legally Blonde, Harvery, and more. He is very 
excited to use his skills he learned in high 
school in Blue Demon Theatre’s Little Women. 
Gael abslotuley loves the play and the movie, 
so he was really happy to learn that BDT was 
doing it.
Clara Kuhlman (Prop Designer) is so 
excited about the opportunity to devote 
her creativity to this year’s Blue Demon 
Theatre production of Little Women!
She loved being an active member of her small 
but mighty stage crew every year of highschool, 
and is delighted to lend her experience in 
that to her first college production! She is 
currently a sophomore studying Animation and 
Illustration and is loving it! Naturally, she is 
always doodling, designing, and creating in 
any way shape or form, and she is so happy 
to lend that passion for all thing art into the 
magic of this play! Shoutout to the Willows 
Academy Stage Crew, working miracles and 
losing sleep since 1974! 

Marcelino Daggatt  (Costume Designer) is  
a junior studying history. He loves sewing 
historical clothing, and is so excited to be in 
his first Blue Demon Theatre production! 

Isabella Zylka (Hair Designer/Makeup Artist) 
is more than happy to be involved in theatre 
once again! She is currently a sophomore and 
loves being involved in theatre. She had been 
involved in numerous theatre productions 
throughout her life as well as a show and dance 
choir. She thanks all her fellow crew members, 
her friends, and her family for making this such 
a wonderful experience.

Ella Kalchbrenner (Sound Operator/
Designer) has been involved in theatre (both 
as a performer and crew member) since high 
school, and is excited to continue her theatrical 
career as part of Little Women. She thanks 
everyone, both cast and crew, for putting this 
production together.

Jack Anton (Costume Construction Crew) is 
a sophomore getting his bachelor degrees in 
fine arts with a concentration in 3D animation. 
He was involved in his fall junior year fashion 
show in high school and is excited to be a part 
of the crew for Little Women!

Hailey Dahl (Hair Designer) was involved 
in technical theatre throughout high school 
and is incredibly excited to be apart of Blue 
Demon Theatre’s production of Little Women! 
She would love to thank her fellow techies, 
the cast and her mom for coming from LA for 
the show!

Ellie Rath (Prop and Set Construction) is a 
freshman majoring in Communication and 
Media in the 3+3 BA/JD program.  She was 
involved in many cast, crew, and writing 
positions in high school and in her local arts 
center. She is so thankful for her family, friends, 
and everyone involved in this production. 
Ellie is so excited to be a part of Blue Demon 
Theatre and hopes you enjoy the show!!

Betsy Lamb (Set Construction Crew) is 
a sophomore studying Animation with a 
concentration in Storyboarding and Character 
Design and has been taking fine art classes 
for nine years. She has been credited with the 
set construction crew as an alumni for her 
high school production of Elf: The Musical. In 
addition, she has played the part of Susan in 
Blue Demon Theatre’s 2021 Spring production 
of [title of show]. She is very excited to 
continue working with Blue Demon Theatre 
in any way she can.



WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST & CREW

Chloe Luxenberg (Makeup Artist) has been 
doing makeup for seven years, and Little 
Women is her first venture into theatrical 
makeup. She is excited to continue expressing 
her creative talents in this field. She would 
like to thank her fellow crewmates, friends, 
and family.

Lanie Leines (Stage Crew) is a freshman 
majoring in Film and Television. She has 
pursued technical theatre since middle school 
and has been credited for her work on several 
productions, her favorites being Matilda, 
Newsies, and Aida. Lanie is excited to continue 
being active in theatre throughout the rest of 
her college career and beyond, starting with 
Little Women!

Chidinma Nwoye (Stage Crew) is a first year 
health sciences major from New Jersey, looking 
to enter the field of public health. She is also 
looking to double minor in screenwriting and 
film production. Chidinma has been actively 
involved in theatre since her freshman year of 
high school, including writing a play for her 
school during her senior year. Storytelling is a 
passion of Chidinma’s, and she believes that all 
parts of a production—whether actors or crew 
members—are vital when developing a good 
story. Chidinma is eager to continue working 
with the Blue Demon Theatre, writing her own 
plays or even performing in future productions.

Katie Holloway (Stage Crew) is a 2nd 
year student, studying for her BFA in 
Film & Television with a concentration in 
Cinematography. In high school she was 
part of her theatre club and has helped out 
a lot. She did shows such as the complete 
works of William Shakespear all done in 90 
minutes, she also was the head stage crew, 
lighting operator and prop designer for her 
old high school production of Lady MacBeth. 
She also got offered a job after college when 
she was a senior in high school for doing 
lighting on Broadway. Katie has always had a 
love for theater and a love for doing anything 
BTS (Behind The Scenes) when it comes to 
anything artsy. She is very excited to be helping 
in this upcoming show of Little Women.

Donors & Sponsors

BDT would like to thank the Student 
Activity Fee Board for providing us 
additional funding for this event!

Blue Demon Theatre relies on donations 
to help produce high-quality theatrical 
productions with no admission fees. In 

order to keep our productions free, please 
consider making a donation at the end of the 

performance at the donation box. 

Thank you for your support and monetary 
contribution.  
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